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undertake  to- alter  all  our  institutions,   and   to abolish those which it dislikes.
How is it that materialism has reappeared in such force? The following considerations may yield a partial answer. In the first place, the materialism of the eighteenth century has actually descended to, or been inherited by, the present generation. Although for a considerable time materialism was feeble and unpopular, it was never wholly without defenders. The continuity of its history was at no point completely broken. In England, for example, three generations of Dar-wins have entertained materialistic convictions. Works like Thomas Hope's ' Essay on the Origin and Progress of Man/ and the anonymous 'Vestiges of Creation/ connect the ' Zoonomia' of Erasmus Darwin with the ' Origin of Species' of Charles Darwin. The principles of sensationalism found not a few zealous defenders when the antagonistic doctrine was at the height of its success, and sensationalism is intimately related to materialism. About 1840 atheism began to be openly avowed to a considerable extent among the working classes, and what has since been called secularism made its appearance. Secularism involves materialism. In 1851 Mr Henry G. Atkinson and Miss Harriet Martineau published their ' Letters on the Laws of Man's Nature and Development/ advocating without reservation or